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CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN
In a world frequently inattentive to values, Carol Moseley-Braun has defined and then
redefined what it means to be first in order and excellence.
In the Illinois legislature you exemplified what it is to be first among equals--and you
were voted Best Legislator for a decade. To this endeavor you brought extraordinary skills
of debate, a keen sense of rightness and fairness, an unerring eye for the significant, and
a unique ability to build consensus through the art of compromise, while never compromising
your values.
As the
voters
lynch pin and leadership as your hallmark, you made a difference—the rest is history.
first woman and first African American Cook County Recorder of Deeds, you afforded
a powerful choice and a vision of the future to the office. With technology as your
As a long shot for the U.S. Senate, you proved again that positivity, substance, and vision
could take you along roads where few expected you to travel and where no African American
woman had gone before.
As an attorney and advocate, you prosecuted crime with a zealousness that made you famous
and respected in the courtrooms of federal justice; as a State Legislator, you championed
the needs of education, led the charge against discrimination and apartheid and for
balanced voting districts with a fervor and skill that made you a legislative standard-
bearer; as a United States Senator, you have joined a select group, wielding power in a
fashion that will make Illinois citizens proud and make your name legend.
From your earliest contact with justice in your home as the child of a law enforcement
officer, to the hallowed halls of the University of Chicago in your pursuit of knowledge of
the justice system; to the halls of justice as a prosecutor and the -hearing rooms of
compromise as a state legislator to the corridors of power in the United States Senate--you
have carried a message of honesty, fairness, and concern that reverberates ever louder
today. And for these things and for the chapters in your journal yet unwritten, Governors
State University Honors and Salutes you.
